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Table4 The result of the actual measurement of 6 business application software
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ABSTRACT. In the development of the business application software, it is considered to be very
important to estimate the development cost and schedule at the early stage, which the function
specification is yet unconfirmed. To figure out the development cost and schedule, we firstly
estimate the size of business application software, and then make an additional consideration of
the system characteristics such as reliability.

Recently, the function point method, which estimates the size of business application software
by quantifying its functionality, has been in widespread use. However, there are some
difficulties in estimating the size at the early stage of software development by using the
function point method. In this thesis, we report on the proposal of the early estimation
technique based on the function point method and its systematization. After applying it to a lot
of projects, we gained a satisfactory result in terms of accuracy and simplicity.
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