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Abstract: In modern software development, developers have to select and combine appropriate APIs from
vast amount of software libraries to implement features. This paper proposes an approach that takes as
input a method name which a developer is attempting to create, and suggests APIs that are likely used as a
template of method body. By using the template as a reference and/or editing the template, the developer
can write the method body. Our approach generates templates from association rules that associate APIs
with identifiers such as method names, class names, and field names included in a large set of source files.
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Fig. 1 Overview of proposed method.
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Table 1 Elements in a transaction.
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BV BEIE, ERoOMMAER 2.1.1 HTHH L 72FIH
LML THY, HHOEMET LIS 230 [ UL
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2.2.2 $TAXFv T 2-b: F—aN—2DIER

SO} T ATy T T, W T ATy IS HEE D
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HEAMEEL— L EE, V=)L DB IS ML —
VDL, RiRES 7 ) OEGEE L B> TWH IV =)
DL THbH, HEEITTONARNIE, BRI NV —)L
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Table 2 Elements extracted from source code when suggesting.
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Ay RGO BWEE
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HUOHLAY Y FEATHY, EELZAV Y FIFUH L
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TUTDEI)IZEFRT .

IDF(c)
>_aec(m) IDF(d)

EFERRLID, EEOA Y v Fmil>2Ww T,
> dec(m) Wratio(d, m) 1EV)BRDPELT S,
wratio IO ZETEKIE, XV v Fm THEMICHV SR
TWwb Ay FRIELCHELZL ZICFHIM2E K& <3
m&&2%—747T, equals X toString DL ) IZE L DAV v
RTINS NAPHTEL AV v FOSIEL CHEfE S
N7zt EOFHIEDOIME /NS L L DD LTH 5.

AP D maxRank(c, L(m)) B%E, i) A b L(m) ©
EDRSMFHC c T 20208 T 588 TH 5.
L(m) E X7y FREOHEROY A LTHY, AV v FAR
ROBILIIIFOH L XYy FOEETTETWVS

FEBINHT 589 2 =51, FNENONT A—F %
[0,1] OFPATHA L TEL, $XTOMEET E(M,L)
PO KREL o787 A—F DHIEEEMHT 5.

3. BEFEDEE

R% T %, Eclipse IDE @ Java BIFSERE CEIET 5
V=& LTEHELE. V= V2a%E % - 72 Eclipse 12
BWT, Java DAV v FOZLHOHHFLIR S N7ZIREET A
Vo REDERZIZH — VIV E AT Eclipse DFfD I —
FHisEhE (I— N7 Y2 M) #RET2 L, REFHEIC
Lo TAYV Yy FRIKOYEIL Y A N5, 2 — FHiEDBEM &
LCTIRENE., VA INDOHIEEZ 1 OFIRTHZ LT,
I A MTAPIAGER SNz A Y v FRIRDSER E NS,

V=VOEIWEE, BAE A7) = ay FEHWT
T 5. BIEHE DY TestDatabase &\ 7 7 A &R L
TWwWaHHa#E 25 (K 2). TestDatabase 7 7 AZid W
LODPDT 4=V EPESSNTRBY, ZZICHEEIEH
LWAYy Ftest #ELELI ELTWAE, 2ok X, B
BEPA—FT VAN ERET S LIR_RETEIET SN,
PERLL &9 & LTWaB XYy FOARKTHH S5 ] REN:
DEWAPI OELGDS, VAMELTRRENS (K 3).
COVAMPL 1O #ERT 5 L, BIRSNEHHO APT

E(M,L) =

wratio(c,m) =

MWIRXL PELTERIRENTA Y v FREDS, 8L LT
ERENE (K 4). 1470322 M 120 APIIFEUH
LIZHIELTBY, => &0 XFEVOLHDS A Y v N4

T, DAYy FOIET 57 7 ADEEEHiY &=,
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[J] *TestDatabase.java &1
package database;

bl e’

@ import java.sql.Connection;[]

public class TestDatabase extends TestCase {
Connection conn;
Statement stmt;
ResultSet rs;

= void test |
}

2 V- VEFHTE W (XY Y 4G LR HpE»IIRE)
Fig. 2 Usage scenario: (1) Invoke proposed method when

method name and return type is written.

| public class TestDatabase extends TestCase {
Connectien conn;

Statement stmt;

ResultSet rs;

void test
0.998375) assertEquals o
0.998375) assertFullResultSet, close
0.998375) close, close
0.998373) flush
0.998375) flush, close
0.998375) iterator, next
0.998375) lengvalue
0.998373) next, createStatement
0.998375) toString, append, createPackageFragment, createComp
0.998386) assertSearchResults, getCompilationUnit
0.998386) intvalue, getService i
0.998386) processISQLINput [
0.998386) toString, append, createPackageFragment, createComp
0.998396) containskey
0.998396) intvalue, getService, get
0.998396) makeGuid
;0.998407) executeUpdate, createStatement

0.998407) flush, save -
< in ] »
Press 'Ctri+Space’ to show Template Proposals

3 Vo vEREETLE, APLOEED ) A ML LTRIRENS
Fig. 3 Usage scenario: (2) List of API sets are suggested.

public class TestDatabase extends TestCase {
Connection connj
Statement stmt;
ResultSet rs;

void test() 1
// java.sgl.Statement =» executeUpdate()
// java.sgl.Connection => createStatement()

A

4 API&EGZ 128RTLE, 2V FOYPEHK AT ENL
Fig. 4 Usage scenario: (3) Select one element from the list,

then a template of method body is inserted.

4. FEE

ARFEFIZ I o THEE SN D APTESDS, BIREICE T
FRZODTHLNE)PERET L2012, FHIFEREY
fTo7z. AP, koY —23—FIZBWTRLE
% APLI S b R WEHREEIF LT, 2OV —A 32— FT
FRIREINDETHAH) APLEGEZIRET LI LT, HREE
WKFESPN 252562 L2 IFfL w5, £ TRERT
X, BREECEML APLESZHETE20RET L7

696



BEIEF =R EE Vol.56 No.2 692-700 (Feb. 2015)

DI, LTFTo 320 )% —F27 T AF 3y (RQ) xi%E

L7.

RQL1 : HEE S 72 APTESIE A Y v FRIKTHH S Z
9 7% APIEETH % 7.

RQ2: V—Aa—FpblEL-ary7¥ 209 b, &
DEHPERZHEEOT2 00 & LT S zh.

RQ3 | HATIZEDLNZIFOH L XV vy ROF»5HRICE
PIZE D 73— FOMGER & HEE 3 2 BEAF T & o
HEIFEC & 2.

4.1 HEEER

RFPFERFEE LY —IVT, BBHEICTAY v FRIKTHE
IREAPLOFEDNN 252 5N L 0HET 572012, &
BVEH L7z —2a—=FElEgoy —2a— iz LT
ARV — VT APLESOHERE 21T\, ERRIZ A Y v FARIRIC
SR ENTOVBIFOHIL AV v FEORER, B iH
L7-MIBV — V24 5 ik a wie,

FEIHV = A 3= FEAIL, V7 b o TREY
A7 L SPARS TYPER [7] DBZx g ThH ), 7ud =z
MU 443, 77 A VENZ 198,324 TH D, T I, FE
12 & 5T 5,401,676 DAL — VL %1572, W0 2 E5ERE
DINT A =8 Fa—=r 7%, FEIZHW Java 77 4 )V
L3 5 10,000 D Java VY — AT 7 AV EFHWTERL,
INF A =% % b =0.0007425, ¢ = 0.001502, n = 1.000,
m = 0.1209 & PE L7z,

ML, FEBIONRNT A=y Fa—o v 73R,
LYy —Aa—FEEEHVSL. T, A—F V-2V 7
Mo 2T7OT7OT 2T NRATA YT A NS, 517 T
oYz b®, 310,166 77 A VEREL, 05T
FA1210,000 77 A VERD T, HFETWwix Yy
F#13 85390 fHCTHY, ZOHMLL KT+ T12OUED
Ay FIEUTH L %475 T 72 52,651 D XV v K% 5
DR ET L, FHENRD 1 AV v K72 OO L
Ay N, FHT70HETHY, PRMEIZ3 THo7:.
4.1.1 RQ1:HEI N/ APIESIE XYy RAKTE

HaEhz5%5 APIEATH3H

FEH DY — A 32— FIZx LTARY — VT API 4D
e 2 ATV, EBIC A Y v FARFRICELE S TW7IFURH
LAV Y FEENLSKOLVWHRTEZ 22 %25HIiL7:. FIEE
LTlE, 9, sMHO Y =23 —FD AV v FEHRDND
Ay FREERHIBRL, FOXV Y FIZxLTARY —=VT
2179, 2L C, #EE SN/ APIEAD Y A &, H
BrL722Yy FRIRTHRUH SN TWiz APL & % LT
% 2 L TR ZAT S .

9, VoS L) A POBEER 3 1ITRT.
EHDLEOEGT, FEHY A MIIELWIRERE LAY v R
RE ATV =T, 2979 (&KD5.7%) DAV v F
W LTIE IO BERZIRT 52 LTS ol 1
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Table 3 Summary of suggested API lists.

WER | ) A b D535
2,979 | 1 Db EHIEEIN LD o7
21,837 | 1 DL EOBERMATEER ) A MoE s, Tofic
1OHIELWVIFOH LAY Yy FAEGEN 172
27,835 | 1 DLLEDIELWIFUH L XV v FEENR T

R4 M)A PO—FEBEICBIT BEAE - B
Table 4 Precision and recall of suggested API lists.

HEFE 1 WA HEARIZ | HEE
147 0.128 0.133 0.133 0.031
1~5 fir 0.109 0.102 0.074 0.078
1~101%Z | 0.096 0.089 0.058 0.103
1~30fZ | 0.082 0.068 0.036 0.148
EN 0.053 0.027 0.008 0.290

DL EDOBEMZ IR L7249,672 D AV v FIZBWTIE, &
U A DORESOFHIE 1,440, TYALEIL 526 TH - 72
RIZ, THEEE Y AT L OFHITIL < HWH T W 258
EREFHFELZH T, Bl A FEFFGTS. 22T
&, BHOTNEZ 2T 4 22 HWE LT, —ED
NERL F COBEMICIRE LB ARB L UOHEEL RO 5,
CITHMEE R L01E, AFEOMT) (HEE®ER) PEE
DYAMTHY, —WMZRERREON T L3RR L7720
2, R ZEEREHHEOERTEATE VW LT
HbH. £ZT, MERLBHEROERLEIEL THWS Z
LETh. F, EARIZOWTIIBEREDER) A L %
FATA2BOBEZZB LT, 3HEOEELZ VL &
L7z, DTS, BARMZEAHR EHEEOERERT.
WEE 1R L2 APLERFERHO ) 6, EfFL 25 API
12l EEATWERHOR G
WEER2 FURL: APTEAEMICEENS APT 23X
TEDLLEEGEWHEL, TOHhTIEME %% API
D3 B EH A
BWERZ R L7 APTEAHEMICE T NS API 2 B
EHEVWTHEDTESEHEKL, ZOFRTIERE RS
API 235 % &4
BEE 415 API |, APT4EABEMICETINDS APIO
A
B A Mo by T Eneh 1L, 5407, 10147, 30
MLETIZONWT, FEAFRLHHERLROHERY, T4
WRY. F7z, EARL, 2, 3EHHEPOEELZFE
T 5 IIRT
4.1.2 RQ2:V—XO—Kp5BELAILTEFIID
25, EQBEBEPEREHEEOFNI»Y) &L TE
AInhip
HEITFFAIDIH, EOHEEPTRWHEER R T H
NTADICEB L 722572012, FEMHY A FHT A
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x5 BEHIA MO LEERIIBITS FH
Table 5 F-measure values of suggested API lists.

HAER LIS #EAEER21C #MEEII

HOCFME HOCFME XSO FE
1fr 0.050 0.050 0.050
1~5 fir 0.091 0.088 0.076
1~10 £ 0.100 0.096 0.075
1~30 fir 0.106 0.093 0.058
SN 0.090 0.049 0.011

F6 LML EOHMIL—IVIIBIT 5, RIFREBOBT OMEOE &
Table 6 Elements of precondition in association rules

containing at least one correct API.

HH HE
Ay RO 84.3%
AV FZ%OHWE | 2.0%

75 A% 11.0%
B 724 11.0%
£ 08T r—A% 8.6%
T4 =K% 5.4%

Vo NRIRE —33 252 M T 52 LICEBL 72
V=V ERY L, A EoEB 2 &L rEHRAE L2,
B OIHE O OE G %2R 6 IIRT . FAfEiIEEK
DEENPS 75720, HEDOEFHI100% & (3% 5 %W
4.1.3 RQ3:ERICEPNAFUHLX VY ROFIH S

RICEPNZO6I—- FOBREEHET BEFF
EEDEENEIEFTE DD

b LIREFES AV v FORFE T T AP % i
T&bdnL, ZNICHL AV Y FIFOH L 2 BT
FEB, (4] ickoTlReEND EMfEENG. 22T, A
Vo RERROFPFICFEBR SN TWAEOH L XV v K25,
RPFETENLOWIRETE TV I ZRAE L. BAR
IZiE, AV FARKRIZ2 O EDIFUH L A Y v FaSidik
ENTVDE AV Y FEFZENGLE LT, EfxY v FOR]
P UNRLTYIDIET) I XTHEERDL AV v N
RIILOBRED L2 RE L7

T4, FMi SRy — 27 7 A4V 10,000 121, 2 2L ED
APIIEONHE L %2 & A Y v R85 85,389 fAAFAE L7z, 2%
FHEZLD, WSO LAY v BT B
ANMIEoTHEETEDIZ6945ATHY, Lk
DK 81%Tdh -7z,

4.2 FHfi&ER
KADHFEETRL L, EOBMEFEDOERIZBNTY, &
T DONERLAS L2055 122N CHEAFROMEAA T B @IS
L. UL, EOBEMICIERE 2 AFHL A Y v K28
ZLEINTVLIEERLTEBY, 2O EnLARTHE
TIREL 2B T EOR UYL > Tnb L E
ZHNB. LaL, KTk EELETE 5 RENIEITT
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TELEWZD, £4RES DHEIZOVT, BVnhEn)E
ST A Z LT L. 22T, IRETHEIT API OFHE
BICHEOWTHE 21T 720, FHICHWZY —Z2a—F
ELTHHEN o7 API ZHEFET 5 2 &1, FHEWIC
RRETH L., COFEELTZHE, 20% &) FHHEK
EWLDTHAHEEZ TS, UEDS, RQLIZDWT
&, HERE SN2 APTEESIZ A Y v AR T S NE D &
APL 8% G ATV LD 72w,

WEIT7TF A NOHAPRWHEE IO 3555 720 % 5F
fliL7:% 6 #7154 &, HHICI > THDOEVWITRKENWT &
WD, R TH, AV v FELOENEIE 84.3% & FF 2K
EWliE o THBY, AV y FEAOBEH RS L7 EH
KENWZ LDV A, ZOFRIE, AV FHREXY YR
RARDBIGR % T2 5EATIRE [6], [9] DAIH & b —3F 5.
— 5T, BEDIOEA RS L RENI NS Wz, 22
FLRTHIETHIEY A N FUET LMD LDTIE
B EZLNL. fkzIE, KRFETEY 72404
Y ¥ 7 = AR ONE RS I AT, BT
—HTLEIE RNV TFORLEL. LML, 77
24 FIEBOHFEOMEE N LD NS VTD, £
DEFINEEI—HTHILIIHMTHD. 7 I ALRED
WOV T S, ENEHER T 28RS ETAZ LT
APIFIH E O A HOF A2 ENARNTE D00 Lk,

RQ3 2oV TiE, Aol LAY v FE2HEETE
TERIDSEEROR 8.1% E RVEIATH o 7270, Bl
TUEBAAFE L EENIGESE T LT LVWEERZ OGN
L. FEEHEEE AV Y NREOHF - TITbi s APT I
O LK TT ) & EDflifbic & o T, @A T RELC
BBHNDH LN,

i S 2 v v FafifkLize 25, FHiidfRo Y —
A — FEA TR S N72IFOTH L IE4sE6 T 344,250 fi <
Holens, F0HH 61,7540 (9 18%) EF—2 7 AT
ERESNIZAY Y FTHY, S5IZZF0DH 5 17,0070 (&
KO#K5%) 3 TTAN=F XYy FThol. IRETH
TR IO L) BIFOH L 2T 5 2 XA T RE
Thb720, BHERLHEAGEOFMMEL TIFLERK L %o
Tw5h, 8512, TOL) % APLIZHREENEEL T 5
Ay FICEWHITERSNTVWEHDTH L7720, i
FFEICL o THETLILEED RN EEZLNL. 414
X, 77 ANG EDRVIGEITEFR SN/ A Y v FIFUH
LMl R 5B & &b, MW CER I Nz A
vy FOMBETET A HEIIOWTHEZ LLESH L.

5. FEEMZE

A S 1E, KEfR Y — 20— NMESD» Y A a—F
FafEEd 2 FEERELZ [14]. ZOFFEE, IDE TF
ENTOY—Aa—-FRe ANTLELT, €DV —RAa—F
BB L7z oY — 23— FH2HEOLWIEICH T
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THEN)FETHELZIT) . ILKSOWNZETIE, AV
RARIZEEIR SN L A Y Y ROFIHD S RIZEIN
FH % a— FHZMET L0 L, RFETIE, AV
FAKIAT S R SN TR WIREECTHE 1T . 77,
AR S DL THA SN S I— FZZFDFE T AV v ALK
THMATE2EE%I— FRZOICH L, KIFFETHAS
N5 I— FIIREIVLELEL THLmb R L.

Wang 51d, BEEVH S AV v FEFOHT L9 Rl
L7B&i2, 20Xy FOFIRE & L 23R T % Fik
APIExample Z 2% L7z [12]. ZOTHEZ T, WEEED
FLk L7z XV v FOZERELZ, java & example D 2 7%
Mz, Google #JAWT Y = 7 R—=IVEZIT). FL
T, MFEAERED AL 300 FOR—=V 06 3 — KR L FHBED
TERANEMML, 2T AFY) L7z 2 THEEICR
RY A, Wang S5 DOTHEIIEFED AV v ROFIRB % RS
DIZxF L, REFEEIDLAF 2RO XY v FOHR T
B2y y FOBEHEZIRRT 2808855, £72, Wang
SOTENFAT HHERES DY = TR=TTHDHD
WL, RETFFEOBRBFERIEEO Y 7 727DV — A
- RFCTHLEDERD.

Monperrus 5%, 7Y =7 MERSHEDO Y —Aa2—F
HTARELTWAIFOH L AV v FoHEI T2 9%
L7z DMMC[10] £\ V=V ERELTWE, ZOTE
T, HARERLREINZY — AT =PI L TULETH
%9 APLZ-FET 5705, KRFETIE, Ihhoitkd 25
HORXY Y FICHLTAPI ZIRET L ENRL 5.

Ye 5 [13] R EH S [15] 1 IDENTHHATE 22— FF
WEFELZIREL TS, INHOFETIE, BEEL
V—A3— F%&EE L Tw5 IDE W25 BBl L
¥ —T— FICEET Y —Aa— FEMET L. KFE
T, BREDVHHERT B AV v FOREKIZH LT API
EEEHETS.

6. TEHESEDEE

KWL T, WK% APTOH D505 % APT Z58NL,
ZTOMECEEZ DT/ AFHELT, WEED
BBUMER T 5 AV v FOAT 2Ll L72ERRET, 2V
FARKCHEH SN2 ReE S APLES 2 HEEST 5T
BERREL. AFEIC Lo THEZEICERZ APLES
FHETEEDETELEA, HEORBSIZIEFRZIC
Lo THEYI R B EALICIER b TnD Z LR, F%sE
DFRHFDO Y — 22— N2, X7z APTESZHEET
HERRER T ENSrir o 7.

SHOMEE LTI, APLZEAL LTTIERL, IFY
LR 2z o725 & LTRIEE IR T 52 LT, API
DHETIZOVWTH BT A L2 LTWwE. T 72,
AV Y FRIKICH HBET— FEEWIRETHERNT 5
J— FMieFELd#ETs 2T, LVBEOE VI —F
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