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Abstract In program comprehension, which takes the largest part of maintenance cost, identifiers have a big role
in comprehension process. This paper proposes a technique to support naming a method in an object-oriented
program by proposing candidates of the method name. The candidates are generated based on the dictionary of
verb-object relations proposed in our past work, and the source file which a developer is editing. Effectiveness of the
technique is evaluated by an experiment, which measures the difference of method naming between with/without
the method. The result of the experiment cannot confirm a statistically significant difference while the average ratio
of the correct answer is improved by the technique. On the other hand, the participants gave positive comment on
our approach and/or the candidates of method name.
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